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Istook to Support Transportation Bill 
 

 Washington, D.C. - Oklahoma Congressman Ernest Istook (R-5th District) today 

announced his intention to vote for the highway transportation bill, known as “BESTEA” 

(Building Efficient Surface Transportation and Equity Act). 

 The Congressman said the bill ends years of dishonesty in Washington, by ending 

the improper diversion of gasoline tax revenues to non-transportation spending. 

 “When we fill up at the pump, we pay a tax that’s supposed to pay for roads.  

But instead of better roads, we’ve been getting bigger potholes.  Instead of being 

used for roads that will take us someplace, our dollars have been put on the road to 

nowhere, into the bottomless pit of federal social programs.  The bill keeps faith 

with taxpayers by shifting our existing gas tax to pay for roads, instead of paying for 

everything else,” Istook said.  “Here’s how bad the dishonesty had gotten:  Simply by 

using gasoline taxes to pay for highways again, we will increase highway funding 

nationally by 51%!” 

Istook acknowledged allegations of pork-barrel-spending in the bill, and said he 

supports removing any projects which are not worthwhile.  He noted, however, that the 

U.S. Constitution expressly calls for Congress to develop the road system in America.  

“It’s wrong to say something is pork simply because it’s a highway,” he added.  

The bill also works to fix federal priorities, Istook said.  “The so-called 

“balanced budget deal” in 1997 neglected highway spending, but poured billions 

instead into federal social programs,” he noted.  “This bill includes a requirement 

that other spending must be reduced, to offset the extra spending on roads; it 

straightens out some of our priorities.” A Presidential signature of BESTEA would be 

an acceptance of this effort to fix federal priorities, Istook argued. 

The Oklahoma Congressman also pointed to ways the bill would help Oklahoma: 

• The bill dramatically improves Oklahoma’s “donor state” status; the state had only 

been receiving 81-cents back for every dollar paid in federal gasoline taxes, while the 

BESTEA bill will increase that return to 90-cents for every dollar. 

• By ending the roadblock of trust fund money, federal transportation spending in 

Oklahoma will be up by 61%, an annual increase of $150-million for roads. 

• The bill recognizes the need to help Oklahoma rebuild the Interstate-40 Crosstown 

Expressway in Oklahoma City, providing $97-million.  This is a national project, 

because most of the traffic it carries is from out-of-state. 
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